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Sylvania Boy Scout Receives BSA Honor Medal for Heroic Actions


(SYLVANIA, OH:) Tommy Grubs, a member of Boy Scout Troop 154 in Sylvania, Ohio, was awarded the Honor Medal by the National Court of Honor of the Boy Scouts of America for his heroic actions taken in the aftermath of an auto accident last July. This award, given for saving life at risk to self, was presented to Mr. Grubs by Richard Fisher, Executive Director of Erie Shores Council at a ceremony held on May 24, 2010.


On the evening of July 27th of last year, Tommy witnessed a serious auto accident in west Toledo. Tommy and Shane Wheatley, a fellow student at Sylvania Northview, provided first aid to victims in two different vehicles. Tommy pulled one of the victims from a burning car and stabilized her until EMT units arrived. Although seriously injured, both victims fully recovered.


Upon investigation and recommendation from the local Boy Scout Council, Tommy’s application was forwarded to the National Headquarters of the Boy Scouts of America.  The National Board of Review awarded the BSA Honor Medal based on police reports, witness interviews and other support material. The Honor Medal is rarely given out to Boy Scouts. In 2009, out of 2.7 million registered youth in the BSA, only 28 of these awards were presented.


“Tommy Grubs’ actions on that July night were consistent with the ideals and training of the Boy Scouts of America,” said Richard Fisher, Executive Director of the Erie Shores Council, which covers most of northwest Ohio. “Tommy’s training in first aid kicked in, but that training was combined with two additional, and more important elements –  he had the compassion to want to help others and he had the courage to reach into a car that was on fire and to pull the woman to safety. Tommy is a fine example of everything we do.”


Grubs, 19, is an Assistant Scoutmaster with Troop 154, Sponsored by First United Methodist Church of Sylvania. He is the son of Tom and Cindy Grubs of Sylvania. The award, which is a medal and certificate, was formally presented in front of his old troop at a Court of Honor held at the church.
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MEDIA NOTE: The award presentation is open to the public. For photo or video opportunities, please drive to the rear of the church to the meeting rooms where the ceremony will be held.

